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THE MONTESSORI METHOD OF TEACHING
   THE ORIGINS

Dr. Maria Montessori (1870 - 1952) has been one of the most influential pioneers in early childhood education this century. Her ideas have become known and recognised throughout the world and have significantly influenced mainstream education. Because of her medical background she approached education not as an educator or philosopher, but as a scientist.  She used the classroom as her laboratory for observing children and for developing her ideas about the best ways of helping them achieve their full potential. Dr. Montessori put her ideas into practice, retaining and developing those that obviously worked.  So great was her success that she travelled the world, establishing schools and lecturing about her discoveries.  She wrote numerous books and many articles. She died in Holland in 1952 at the age of 82. She left the legacy to the world of a method of education which combines a philosophy with a practical approach based on the central ideas of freedom for the child within a carefully planned and structured environment.  She advocated that all children are intrinsically motivated to learn and that they absorb knowledge without effort when provided with the right kind of activities at the right time of their development.

THE PHILOSOPHY
The Montessori approach aims to allow children to grow naturally, to retain their individuality and develop their own personality. Maria Montessori’s education principles are based round three central ideas outlined as follows:

UNIVERSAL CHARACTERISTICS OF CHILDHOOD
*   All children want to learn with freedom to investigate the world around them,  they will become active learners.
*    From birth to 6 years of age, children have an absorbent mind. Everything that occurs in their life has a profound effect and therefore, the quality of early experiences are of fundamental importance to the self-construction.
* Children pass through sensitive periods in their development.
THE PREPARED ENVIRONMENT

FREEDOM
There should be physical intellectual and social freedom.  Everything is child-sized and all the activities are within reach to allow free choice. Control flows from self-discipline.

STRUCTURE AND ORDER
The classroom is ordered and well planned.  The curriculum and teaching materials are carefully selected and presented to the children. This provides a structure for their learning.
SIMPLICITY AND AESTHETIC AWARENESS
The classroom is not over-crowded or over-stimulated with attention being paid to the development of aesthetic awareness.

NATURE AND REALITY
There is emphasis on bringing about awareness of the real world and in particular the children are encouraged to take care of and learn to understand and respect the natural world around them.
INTELLECTUAL MATERIALS
The Montessori materials cover development activities designed to meet the needs of children in six curriculum areas:
1. Practical Life (Personal, social and emotional development)

2. Sensorial (Problem solving and reasoning)

3. Mathematics ( Problem solving, reasoning and innumeracy)

4. Language (Communication, Language and Literacy)

5. Cultural (knowledge and understanding of the world)

6. Creative

RECOMMENDED READING FOR PARENTS
“A parent’s guide to the Montessori classroom” by Aline D Wolf is highly recommended reading for parents. It is available for purchase from the Kindergarten.
OAKDIN MONTESSORI KINDERGARTEN

Oakdin Montessori Kindergarten is a privately owned converted bungalow, with six bright attractive classrooms it’s a true home from home environment, with a large garden and outside area which is designed to meet the needs of children, and to enjoy being outside as much as they enjoy being inside

We provide sessional and full day care for children between the ages of 0 and 5 years old all throughout the year.
The  years before the age of 5 are the most formative years of life, everything that occurs in their life has a profound effect and therefore, the quality of early experiences are of fundamental importance to their self -construction.

The central idea of Montessori philosophy is to provide freedom for children within a carefully planned and structural environment so that they may cultivate their own natural desire to learn. Our aim is to provide a happy, homely and non-competitive atmosphere in which children may grow and learn naturally at their own pace.

THE PROPRIETORS       
          THE PRINCIPAL DIRECTRESS
                            Dr H.U. Din & Mrs A. M. Din               Mrs Shahida Shah

The Kindergarten staff are fully qualified and highly experienced.  A staff/child ratio is maintained above the legal requirement so that the best possible environment is provided for your child (ren).  Dedicated students and volunteers will also occasionally be on the premises assisting the Kindergarten staff.

THE SESSIONS
Oakdin Montessori Kindergarten is open for sessional and full day care (Monday to Friday 7am-7pm) All children engage in free flow in the Montessori environment, including outdoor play covering all areas of the Eyfs(Early years foundation stage)
*Additional afternoon activities:
Basic computer skills

Cooking activities
Music and movement.

French Lessons

Science activities

*Activities alternate on a half term basis
BABY ROOM /TODDLER ROOM
Oakdin has a warm comfortable and inviting room for babies, it has potential to allow young babies to grow and thrive in a home from home environment. The room is designed to provide a stimulating environment through the use of sensory toys and activities, there are lots of opportunities for the babies to explore the Montessori environment, all activities are appropriate according to the child’s age and stage of development and are in conjunction with helping a smooth transition into the Montessori classrooms and allowing adequate preparation for their early years in the pre-school from the age of 2 years which is all under one roof at Oakdin.

All babies will have an appropriate key worker who will be responsible for your child’s development and will have a detailed diary that will be completed each day they attend to inform you of what they have eaten, if they have slept and how they have progressed during the day so you can keep in touch with your child’s step by step milestone of development without missing out on the important rewarding targets they achieve.
It is our objective that your child should be safe and feel secure, learn and enjoy in your absence; we liaise closely with the parents
THE EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE (Required by Ofsted)

The EYFS principles are placed into four main areas these are:
A Unique Child, Enabling Environments, Positive relationships and Learning and development.
Here at Oakdin we use these areas alongside the Montessori Curriculum to enable your child to reach to their full potential and feel safe and secure in their environment.
Linking with Schools
Once the children are due to start mainstream school we at Oakdin create a link with regards preparing the children for their new environment by visiting schools in the catchment area and
visiting the schools and talking to the EYFS  (Early years foundations stage co-ordinator) .
KINDERGARTEN CALENDAR

Oakdin Montessori Kindergarten is open all year round apart from Bank Holidays. We operate from 7am-7pm and also run sessions to suit your child’s needs. During the holidays the Kindergarten remains open.  Children who are already registered with the Kindergarten have priority, although we do accept children between the ages of 0 and 5 years old who are not already enrolled in the Kindergarten.
MEAL 
We provide 3 daily meals i.e.  Breakfast, Lunch and Tea, there is a healthy snack bar which is available during the day for children to help themselves together with fresh drinking water, milk and orange juice. If your child has any allergies to any foods please inform us on your child’s enrolment form.

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

The Kindergarten has its own garden, a huge outside space which is used for six areas of curriculum study.  It also has a separate secure areas which consists of a vegetable planting area flower planting area, mini beast area and sensory garden which promotes the study of nature.  We also have a recycling area where the children recycle their food waste and their packed lunch refuse which incorporates composting. The children will be invited to come out on small excursions and to attend visits from people as Fire Service, Police etc.  Parents are informed in advance of all events.
PARENTS OPEN-EVENING
Parents open evenings are held each term.  All parents are invited to attend. Parents are notified of the date of each event in advance. The children’s work will be available for parents to see.  The Kindergarten Principal Directress and assistants will be in attendance and will be delighted to discuss the development of your child (ren). Pleased be advised that children are prohibited from attending these events.
Key Worker
Each child will have their own key worker who will be responsible for the child/children’s progress.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Parents are notified of any announcements and information via the notice board (situated at the main entrance), news letters and emails.
BIRTHDAYS
Parents are welcome to bring a special treat for their child’s birthday.  Please check with the Principal Directress a few days before to ascertain the number of children expected to be attending. If items are shop brought please check with the principal directress that they are suitable for all children.
ILLNESS
It is the parent’s responsibility to inform the Kindergarten immediately if their child becomes ill and in order to minimise the spread of communicable disease, parents are required to keep their child at home until he or she is free of both symptoms and cause.        
 Children with a fever may not return to Kindergarten until their temperature has been normal for at least 24 hours.  Diahorrea and vomiting is 48 hours after last bout of sickness and vomiting. If a child becomes ill during the Kindergarten day, the parents or designated person will be notified promptly to collect their child. Parents are responsible for keeping the Kindergarten informed about emergency telephone numbers and it is expected that sick children will be collected promptly upon notification.
EMERGENCY MEDICAL TREATMENT
In the event of an accident or illness requiring immediate medical treatment, the Kindergarten is responsible for the child,   Parents are promptly notified and if necessary the child’s own Doctor.

 We have our own private Doctor in an emergency that can attend to your child.
INCUBATION & EXCLUSION PERIOD OF THE COMMON INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

	Disease 
	Usual Incubation period (days)
	Interval between onset of illness and appearance of rash (days) 
	Minimum period of ex-clusion provided child appears well 

	Chicken pox 
	10-21 
	0-2
	7days from appearance 

 pox                                                                         of rash, all the scabs                                                                                                                                                  need not have seperated



	Coughs and cold 
	
	
	Until child feels better

	German measles 
	14-21
	0-2
	Until clinical recovery

	Measles 
	7-21
	3-5
	Until clinical recovery

	Mumps
	12-28
	-
	Until disappearance of                                                                               all swelling

	Scarlet fever 
	2-5
	1-2
	Until clinical recovery

	Whooping cough
	5-14
	-
	Until clinical recovery cough                                                                                                            


MEDICATION
Should your child require medication on the days he/she is attending the Kindergarten, parents are required to provide a letter of authorisation allowing first aided staff members to administer the medication and written instructions. We are only able to administer medication prescribe by the doctor and if your child is on antibiotics there is a 24 hour time period (from when they first receive the medication) before they are to return to the nursery.
FIRE DRILL

We practise a regular fire drill to educate the children in order that should an emergency arise they are fully aware of the procedures to be taken.  Children are taught in a positive manner rather than a negative one.  This will prevent any trauma occurring in the event of a fire.

TRANSPORTATION/COLLECTION OF CHILDREN

It is the parent’s responsibility to bring their children to Kindergarten and to collect them on time.  They are expected to be prompt and arrive as scheduled (a 10 minute fee of £5 is chargeable for overtime incurred.)  Should an emergency arise, parents are expected to telephone and advise staff they will be late.  However if no contact is made via parent to Kindergarten in half an hour, and no contact is successful via emergency  numbers and other potential methods, we have been instructed by Ofsted to notify Social Services.

In the best interest of children and parents the Kindergarten will not, under any circumstances whatsoever, allow the collection of any child from Kindergarten by anyone who has not been previously authorised in writing by the parents to do so.  (The alternative person must be aged 16 or over).  Such communication must contain a description of the alternative person

collecting the child stating:
1.     Name

2.     Address

3.     Relationship to child and parents

4.     A general description e.g. colour of hair, eye and height.
5.    If possible a photo of the person
Under no circumstances will the Kindergarten allow the collection of any child from the Kindergarten where the only means of parental authorisation is by telephone. 
Cars are not permitted on the premises. Please take great care when parking.  If possible please make use of the side roads. We advise that you take care not to block other cars in. Thank you for your co-operation

UNIFORM

Oakdin Montessori Kindergartens has own compulsory uniform.  Details are provided in the pamphlet separately. Parents are requested to provide  brush or comb.  Aprons are provided. Parents should ensure all clothing is clearly labelled with the child’s name to avoid any loss of property. Children should not bring to the Kindergarten, money, toys, and jewellery or ornaments.

PROPERTY LOSS AND DAMAGE

The Kindergarten cannot accept any liability whatsoever for any loss of, or damage to, property or clothing however caused.

COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE

If a parent has any reason to complain, they should discuss this with the Principal Directress and entry should be made in the complaints register.  If they are unhappy

with the outcome, they should make their complaints in writing to the Proprietors,

whose address can be obtained from the office, if parents are not satisfied they can

write to Ofsted  (Early years, Royal exchange Buildings, St Ann’s Square, Manchester. M27 LA). Ofsted  helpline No: 08456  404040.

DISCIPLINE

At Oakdin our goal is to assist the child in developing self-discipline.  We control the child who is unable to control himself but at the same time give him opportunities to develop the self-discipline that he/she needs. 
We believe that the best approach towards a child who is misbehaving is to redirect their behaviour without using any form of aggression i.e. raising voices or physically controlling the child.  In this manner self discipline and positive attitudes are encouraged.
The general limitations of classroom freedom require respect for others and for the environment.  Specific limitations must be reasonable and enforceable and understood by all teachers and children alike.

CHILD PROTECTION

It is our responsibility as care providers for your children to refer to Social Services if we have cause to suspect that a child is subject to some form of abuse.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES
Equal opportunities are implemented.  No gender, cultural, religious, health, special needs or other conditional discriminations are either implemented or permitted at Oakdin Montessori Kindergarten.

SPECIAL NEEDS

Oakdin Montessori Kindergarten will remain an equal opportunities environment disregarding any differences in race, culture or any disability.

We welcome a working partnership with all the parties who may be involved with the care of special needs children.

At Oakdin we take every opportunity to ensure that a child with special educational needs is welcomed and supported in the same manner as all the other children.  It is not just special needs children who benefit from our Montessori format, other children learn patience, tolerance, and acceptance as they play with their special need friend/s.

POLICIES
If you wish to see our policies they are available in the children’s cloakroom area in a folder, please feel free to read through.    These policies i.e. (Child protection, Equal opportunities, Behaviour… ..etc) are  in conjunction with the standards as set out in the Statutory Framework for the EYES (Early Years Foundation Stage).

TUITION

The Kindergarten budget is based on the number of children enrolled and the tuition fees received.  Kindergarten overheads and expenses do not diminish if a child is absent for any reason such as illness, holidays etc., therefore no fees will be reimbursed.
TUITION FEES

There is a registration fee of £45.00 payable at the time of registration which is non-refundable.  Fees are payable monthly in advance on 1st of every month. Our preferred method of payment is direct debit, however we are flexible if parents wish to pay by cash or cheque but no credit cards. Any fees that are returned unpaid by the bank will incur a fee of £12.00 per transaction returned by the bank.  There are no rebates once fees have been paid.  In circumstances beyond our control in the unlikely event there are changes in the weather etc...  Causing loss of power/heating severe snow conditions this will result in the Kindergarten closing, therefore no fees will be reimbursed.  In cases where there is severe snow parents are advised to contact the Kindergarten by phone 15 minutes before the commencement of their child’s sessions and keep trying up to half an hour after the session is due to commence if there is no reply please accept confirmation that the Kindergarten is closed.
The Kindergarten reserves the right to conduct review of the fees.  If there are any increases, parents will be notified in writing.

NURSERY GRANT - Children of 2 (conditions apply), 3 and 4 years old are eligible for a nursery grant. Free grant sessions are also available at oakdin.

ADMISSION POLICY

* A meeting between parents, child and the Kindergarten Staff is scheduled at a mutually   convenient time.
* Children are accepted on a first come first serve basis.
* The child’s place is confirmed upon receipt and acknowledgement of the completed enrolment form and the registration fee.
Time/Sessions
	Time
	Session

	
	

	7am--13.00pm
	Morning - (Break fast//Lunch//Snacks)

	13.00pm—19.00pm
	Afternoon  - (Tea//Snacks)

	7.00am—19.00pm
	Full day - ( Break fast//Lunch// Tea//Snacks)

	8.30am—16.00pm
	School  day - (Lunch//Snacks)


We are fully flexible according to your needs with regard hours and sessions that you choose. We are happy to adjust the session/s and fees according to your requirements.
